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Proceedings of the Public hearing conducted on 17.04.2013 in connection with
application filed by Central Works Division, PWD (B&R), Ferozepur for obtaining
environmental clearance under EIA Notification dated 14/9/2006 for up-gradation
of existing stretch of Sri Ganganagar — Amritsar National Highway-15 to 2-lane with
paved shoulders falling in District Bathinda from KM 265 to KM 308.25, at Near
Water Works, Village Goniana Kalan, Distt. Bathinda on 17.04.2013 at 11:30 AM

The following were present to supervise the proceedings:-

1. Sh. Rajiv Prasher, PCS
Additional Deputy Commissioner (General),
Bathinda

2. Er. Ramji Dass,
Environmental Engineer,
Punjab Pollution Control Board,
Zonal Office, Bathinda.

3. Er. Gurmit Singh,
Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Punjab Pollution Control Board,
Regional Office, Bathinda

Environmental Engineer, Punjab Pollution Control Board, Zonal Office, Bathinda
welcomed the Supervising-cum-Presiding Officer and people from adjoining Towns/Villages who
came to attend the public hearing for upgradation of the existing stretch of Sri Ganganagar —
Amritsar National Highway-15 to 2-lane with paved shoulders falling in District Bathinda from
KM 265 to Km 308.25. He apprised the public about the requirement of conducting the public
hearing before grant of environmental clearance under EIA Notification no.1533 (E) dated
14.9.2006 of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, New Delhi. He also
brought into the notice of public that the Central Works Division, PWD (B&R), Ferozepur has
submitted copies of draft rapid EIA report alongwith the Executive Summary of the same and a
copy of each such document was placed in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Bathinda; Zila
Parishad, Bathinda; Executive Officer, Municipal Corporation, Bathinda; General Manager,
District Industries Centre, Bathinda; Northern Regional Office of Ministry of Environment &
Forests, at Chandigarh and Regional Office, Bathinda of the PPCB for access to the public and
other stakeholders. He further brought out that a notice of public hearing was published in
prominent newspapers namely, ‘The Hindustan Times' (English Daily) on 15.3.2013, Daily Times
(English Daily) on 15.3.2013 and in ‘Ajit' (Punjabi Daily) on 15.03.2013 to make the public
aware of the date, time & venue of the public hearing and about the places/offices where the
public could access the draft EIA report and its Executive Summary report before the said
hearing. Thereafter, he requested the representative of the M/s Intercontinental Consultants &
Technocrats Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi, Environment Consultant of PWD (B&R), Ferozepur to

elaborate about the main features of the project and the draft EIA study report.



Mr. Mohammad Akhtar of M/s Intercontinental Consultants & Technocrats Pvt.

Ltd, New Delhi, engaged by PWD (B&R), for conducting the EIA study for this project, brought

out the details of the project before the public as under:

>

YV V V V V VY

The project proposes widening & upgradation of 4/2 laning of existing carriageway of
NH-15 in the Amritsar-Sri Ganganagar section.
The project road passes through Amritsar, Tarntaran, Ferozepur, Faridkot, Bathinda,
Muktsar, Fazilka districts in the state of Punjab.
Existing length of project road is about 296.000 km.
Proposed length of project road including bypasses is about 286.198 km.
The budget for environment management, monitoring and including compensatory
afforestation has been earmarked as approximately Rs. 19.83 crores.
The estimated cost for Resettlement & Rehabilitation is approximately Rs. 1010.78
crores.
The total cost of the project road is Rs. 1030.61 crores.
Project road start from km 265 of NH-15 and end at km 308.25 of NH-15 in Bathinda
District.
Total proposed length of the project road under the Bathinda district is 43.25 km.
Existing ROW width varies from 15 to 45 m. The proposed ROW width will be minimum
45 to 60 m. except proposed Bus Bay, Truck lay byes and toll plaza locations.
There are 2 major bridges, 46 minor bridges, 141 additional culverts and 30 major &
257 minor junctions are proposed in the complete project.
There are 3 no. Railway crossing proposed at Km 130.370, 171.382 & 200.375.
Ground water quality along the project road is found well within the permissible limits.
Ambient air quality along the project road is well within the permissible limits.
Noise level along the project road is within prescribed standards.
For four laning of the existing project road will not affecting Reserve Forest land.
For 4/2 laning of the project road will involve felling of 89018 trees within the ROW of
the project road.
The existing alignment passes through the Harike wildlife sanctuaries situated at
confluence of Beas and Satluj River (from 161.800 to 163.850). The bypass has been
proposed from 158.500 km to 168.400 km to avoid land acquisition in the sanctuary
area.
No critically polluted area identified by CPCB is existing within a radius of 10 km from
the project road.
Approximately 1056.79 ha of non forest land may be acquired for 4/2 laning of the
project road including bypasses.
Total no. of impacted structure due to proposed widening are 4059.

Thereafter, Environmental Engineer brought into the notice of public present at

the venue of hearing that as per the provision of EIA notification dated 14.9.2006 as amended

time to time, the persons present at the venue may seek information or clarifications on the

project from the project promoter/consultant. It was also brought into the notice of the persons

present there that the information or clarifications sought by them and reply given by the

project promoter will be recorded in the proceeding of the hearing, which will be sent to the



Ministry of Environment & Forests, New Delhi for further consideration. Accordingly, he
requested the persons present in the hearing to seek information or clarifications on the project
one by one.

The detail of the information/ clarifications sought by the persons present at the

venue of hearing and the reply given by the consultant of the industry / project proponent is as

under:

Sr. Name of the | Questions/ query / | Reply / clarification given by

No person statements of the person the company/ panel member

1. Sh. Kulwinder | Whether the project detail | The project consultant informed
Singh, Village | submitted by the project |that the project report is true
Goniana Kalan, | consultant is true or is only | w.r.t. the proposed project.
Distt. Bathinda for getting public views

2. Sh. Jagnandan | » As per 1967 rules, width | > The project consultant
Singh, Village of the road is 30 mtrs., informed that the width of
Goniana Kalan, which should be the width the road on either side is
Distt. Bathinda of the present road. 22.5 mtrs. from centre line

(total width will be 45 mtrs.)
> If due to increase in the | > The project consultant
width of road, half portion informed that the rate will
of the residence / be decided by the
property of a person will competent authority for the
be dismantled, then, land area to be acquired.
whether compensation will
be given for the whole
area
» Land should be acquired | » Additional Deputy
on the opposite side of Commissioner, Bathinda
the road where there is assured that their
vacant land instead of suggestion is noted and will
dismantling the residential be considered.
houses.

3. Sh. Gurtej Singh, | » Width of the road should | > The project consultant
Village Goniana be extended towards the informed that the public
Kalan, Distt. vacant side instead of hearing is retarding
Bathinda extending it towards the environmental clearance

residential area. only. However, during
preparation of the report for
the proposed road, public
interest w.r.t. residential
areas is kept in mind.
> What should be the|» The project consultant
proposal of the Govt. for informed that the Govt. will
peoples whose residences pay the requisite
are acquired by the Govt. compensation to the people
for the proposed project. whose land  will be
acqluired by the Govt. for
the project.

4, Sh. Sat Pal Singla, | » Width of the existing bye- | » The project consultant
Goniana Mandi pass at Goniana is 150 informed that the width of

! feet, what should be the this bye pass will be 200
Distt. Bathinda width of the bye pass in feet.
the proposed project.

5. Sh. Jagjit Singh, | » Our residences are | » The project consultant

Village Harraipur situated along the road informed that width of the
! since 1980. How much road from centre line will be
Distt. Bathinda land will be acquired 22.5 mtrs. on both sides

along both side of the (total width is 45 mtrs.)

road.
» What will be the rate of | » It was informed that rate
land to be acquired? will be decided by the
competent authority.




> Residences along the road | » The project consultant
will be dismantled at informed that the protection
lesser rate. of residential area is kept in
mind while preparing the
report of the project.
6 Sh. Darshan Singh, | » Rate of our land is Rs. 1.5 | The project consultant informed
crores per acre so amount | that the rate will be decided by
will be paid to us for the | the competent authority for the
Kalan, Distt. acquired land as per | land area to be acquired.
. present cost of the land
Bathinda

Village Goniana

7. Sh. Jarnail Singh, | » What should be the | The Govt. will pay the requisite
proposal of the Govt. for | amount to the people whose
residences of the people | land is acquired under this
Distt. Bathinda whose land is acquired | project.

under the project.

Village Harraipur,

Environmental Engineer requested the public if any one else want to ask any
question about the proposed project, but no one came forward for further information /
clarification / suggestion. It was noticed by the Presiding-cum-Supervising Officer that most of
the people present in the public hearing were in favour of up-gradation of existing stretch
of Sri Ganganagar — Amritsar National Highway-15 to 2-lane with paved shoulders
falling in District Bathinda. The public hearing was attended by 34 persons.

The public hearing ended with vote of thanks to Presiding -cum-

Supervisor Officer and the public present in the hearing.

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
( Gurmit Singh) (Ramji Dass) (Sh. Rajiv Prasher, PCS)
Asstt. Environmental Engineer Environmental Engineer, AddI. Deputy Commissioner,
Pb. Pollution Control Board, Pb. Pollution Control Board, Bathinda
Regional office, Bathinda Zonal Office,Bathinda.



