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Proceedings of the Public Hearing conducted on 23.10.2018 in connection 
with application filed by M/s Indian Sucrose Ltd., for obtaining 
environmental clearance under EIA Notification dated 14/9/2006 for 
expansion of the existing sugar mill from 5,000 TCD to 12,000 TCD and for 
co-generation power plant from 19.5 MW to 59.5 MW in the existing 
premises located in the revenue estate of Village Chak Alabaksh & 
Mahiuldinpur Dalel, Tehsil Mukerian, District-Hoshiarpur. 
 
The following were present to supervise the proceedings:- 

 

1. Smt. Anupam Kaler, PCS,  

 Addl. Deputy Commissioner (Gen), 

 Hoshiarpur. 
 

2. Sh. Ashok Sharma,   

Environmental Engineer,  

Punjab Pollution Control Board,  

Regional Office, Hoshiarpur. 
 

3. Sh. Parveen Saluja,  

 Environmental Engineer (Mega)  

 Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala. 
 

4. Sh. Anil Kumar, 

Functional Manager,  

 District Industries Centre, Hoshiarpur. 
 

5. Sh. Mohan Lal, 

Sanitary Inspector,  

 M.C., Mukerian, District Hoshiarpur. 

 
 

 

Environmental Engineer (Mega), Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala 

welcomed the Supervising-cum-Presiding Officer and people from adjoining 

towns/villages, who came to attend the public hearing of this project. He informed 

that an application was filed by M/s Indian Sucrose Ltd., with the State Environment 

Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Punjab for getting Environmental Clearance 

under EIA notification no. 1533 (E) dated 14.9.2006 for expansion of the existing 

sugar mill from 5,000 TCD to 12,000 TCD and for co-generation power plant from 

19.5 MW to 59.5 MW in the existing premises located in the revenue estates of 
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Village Chak Alabaksh & Mahiuldinpur Dalel, Tehsil Mukerian, District-Hoshiarpur. 

After considering the application of the industry, the SEIAA, Punjab had issued 'Terms 

of Reference' to the industry for preparation of draft EIA study report. Now, the 

industry has submitted draft EIA report to the Punjab Pollution Control Board for 

conducting public hearing of the project as per the procedure prescribed in the EIA 

Notification dated 14.09.2006. Environmental Engineer (Mega) apprised the public 

present there about the requirement of conducting the public hearing before deciding 

the application filed by the industry for getting the said clearance for the expansion of 

the project at the existing site. He also brought into the notice of public that a copy of 

the draft EIA report alongwith the executive summary of the same submitted by the 

industry to the Punjab Pollution Control Board was placed in the office of Deputy 

Commissioner, Hoshiarpur; Zila Parishad, Hoshiarpur; General Manager District 

Industrial Centre, Hoshiarpur; E.O., M.C. Mukerian, District Hoshiarpur; Regional 

Office of MoEF&CC at Chandigarh and Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, 

Punjab Pollution Control Board, Hoshiarpur for access to the public and other 

stakeholders. He further brought out that a notice of public hearing was published in 

three prominent newspapers namely, The Hindustan Times, Jagbani and Spokesman 

on 21.09.2018 to make the public aware of the date, time & venue of the public 

hearing and about the places/offices, where the public could access the draft EIA 

report and its executive summary report before the said hearing. Thereafter, he 

requested the representative of the project proponent and Environmental Consultant 

of industry to elaborate about the main features of the project and the draft EIA 

study report to the public. 

 

Sh.  S.K. Sharma of M/s Vardan Environent Environmental Consultant 

of the project proponent brought out the details of the project before the public as 

under:- 
 

Introduction 

   M/s Indian Sucrose Limited was established in 1990 and came in 

operational phase in 1991 with capacity 2500 TCD with Cogeneration power plant of 
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capacity 7.5 MW. The capacity of the plant was increased to 5000 TCD along with 19.5 

MW Cogeneration power plants in year 2005. The project proponent had increased its 

capacity from 500O TCD to 6500 TCD in the year 2015-16 with the intimation to Punjab 

Pollution Control Board and Central Excise Deptt. vide their Letter No(s).304 dt. 

22.09.2015 & 536 dt. 11.12.2015 but without any prior Environment Clearance, Now 

the proponent has proposed the project to expand the capacity to 12000 TCD along 

with Co-generation power plant to 59.5 MW at Village- Chak Allabaksh and 

Mahiuldinpur Dalel, Tehsil-Mukerian Distt.-Hoshiarpur, Punjab. The total land under the 

project is 21.46ha. Expansion will be within the existing boundary only. As per ToR 

letter no SEIAA/2018/858 on 16.07.2018, baseline monitoring (October to December 

2017) and additional one month (January 2018) study of the project was to be carried 

out by the industry.  

Project Benefits 

 The waste product Bagasse is used in the Captive power plant, the power generated 

will be provided to the plant operations. 

 Proposed project will result in growth of the surrounding areas by increased direct 

and indirect employment opportunities to the local villagers in the region including 

ancillary development and supporting infrastructure.  

 Development of social amenities will be in the form of medical facilities, education to 

underprivileged and creation of self-help groups.  

 Source of revenue to state. 

 Environmental Benefit of the project as baggase is used as the fuel in the boiler 

which decreases the dependability on the natural resources. 

Demography & Socio-economic Environment 

 Total number of  households are about 23091. 

 Total population of villages under the study area is 110139 out of which males are 

 55582 (50.46%) and females are 54557 (49.53%). 

 Sex ratio (No. of females per 1000 males) is 981 which indicates that females are 

 less in number than their male counterpart in the study area. 
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 Child Sex ratio is 817 i.e No.of female child per 1000 male child. 

 Scheduled caste population is about 25107 (22.79%) while the Scheduled tribes 

 population is Nil in the region 

 Out of the total population in the region 83886  i.e. 76.16% are literates 

Pollution mitigation measures 

Air pollution control  

 A stack of 78 m height will be provided with 200 TPH boiler to be installed in the mill 

for proper dispersing of smoke, so that there shall be no damage to the fertile land. 

 ESP shall be installed to control the air pollution. Continuous air monitoring  shall be 

carried out. An online air monitoring device shall be installed on the stack and the 

results of which to be displayed at website of CPCB and PPCB through internet. 

Rs.1.90 Crores will be spent on the installation of air pollution control measures. 

Waste Water Treatment 

 The proposed project would be based on “Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD)”. 

 The waste water generated from the domestic use and industrial use will be treated 

in STP(30 KLD) and ETP (3000 KLD) and online monitoring system will be  installed 

and result of which are to be displayed on the website of CPCB and PPCB through 

internet. Rs.70.0 Lacs will be spent on the installation of water pollution control 

measures. 

Solid Waste Management 

 Boiler ash and ETP/STP sludge and press mud will be collected and given to the 

farmers. 

 Bagasse will be used as fuel in the boilers. 
 

Odour Management 

 Use of mill sanitation bio-cides to minimize the growth of aerobic / anaerobic micro–

organisms.  

 Steaming of major pipe lines  

 Regular use of bleaching powder in the drains to avoid growth of sulphur 

decomposing micro-organisms to control H2S generation. 
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Green belt 

 Rs. 34 Lacs will be spent for development of green belt. 

 

Thereafter, Environmental Engineer brought into the notice of public 

present at the venue of hearing that as per the provisions of EIA notification dated 

14.09.2006, as amended from time to time, the persons present at the venue may 

seek any information or clarifications on the proposed project from the project 

promoter. It was also brought into the notice of the persons present there that the 

information or clarifications sought by them and reply given by the project proponent 

will be recorded in the proceedings of the hearing, which will be sent to the SEIAA, 

Punjab for further consideration. Accordingly, he requested the persons present in the 

hearing to seek information or clarifications on the project one by one. He also 

informed that no information / clarifications / comments / views / suggestions / 

objections on the project have been received from the public in writing by the Board, 

so far. 

Thereupon, the detail of the information/ clarifications sought by the 

persons present at the venue of hearing and the reply given by the project proponent 

is as under: 
 

Sr. 
No. 

Name  & address 
of the person 

Detail  of query/ 
statement / information 
/ clarification sought by 
the person present 

Reply  of the 
query / statement / 
information / 
clarification given by 
the project 
proponent. 
 
 

1. Sh. Dalbir Singh, r/o 
Bishanpur, Tehsil 
Mukerian, District 
Hoshiarpur. 
 

He stated that there is water 
& air pollution from the 
project, which adversely 
effects their village. More 
than 100 persons of their 
village have given  complaint 
in writing regarding pollution 
of the project to the Punjab 
Pollution Control Board at 
Hoshiarpur. S.D.O. from 
Punjab Pollution Control 

Representative of the 
Sugar Mill informed that 
the public hearing is 
being conducted by the 
Punjab Pollution Control 
Board to know the 
problems of the public 
from the existing unit. 
He further informed 
that the pollution 
control devices of latest 
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Board, Hoshiarpur has come 
to the project, to check the 
water and air pollution and 
he verbally stated that the 
water is polluted. No solution 
has been made of the said 
complaint and no written 
reply to the same has been 
received.  More than 15 
persons of their village who 
were suffering from stomach 
and breathing diseases have 
died due to the pollution 
caused by the sugar mill.  He 
further stated that 10-15 
persons of their village are 
also suffering from stomach 
and breathing diseases due 
to the water & air pollution 
caused by the existing unit 
of the sugar mill. If the 
pollution from the project 
has not been controlled then 
there are more chances of 
spreading other diseases.  
He also stated that first of all 
pollution from the existing 
unit should be controlled and 
then the expansion of the 
project be allowed.     

technology having 
efficiency, three times 
better from the existing 
pollution control 
devices, to control the 
pollution from the 
existing as well as from 
the expansion project 
will be installed 
simultaneously with the 
expansion project.  

2. Sh. Ajay Kaushal, 
Ex. Chairman, Zila 
Parishad, Village 
Dugri Rajputan, 
District Hoshiarpur  

He welcomes the Addl. 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Hoshiarpur and other 
Officers. He stated that the 
project proponent in its reply 
stated that better pollution 
control devices will be 
installed alongwith 
expansion. He wanted to 
know from the Punjab 
Pollution Control Board 
whether the issue of 
installing the good quality 
device is not being 

Representative of the 
Sugar Mill informed that 
the public hearing has 
been conducted to 
resolve the issues/ 
problems raised by the 
public. Earlier, the 
project has increased 
the capacity of the mill 
by its own for which the 
Punjab Pollution Control 
Board has initiated 
criminal action against 
the owner/ responsible 
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addressed while granting 
NOC to the industry before 
expansion and the NOC has 
been issued to the small 
scale projects without the 
proposal for installing the 
pollution control devices. He 
further stated that they are 
making complaints regarding 
the pollution from the 
project since February, 2017. 
He also stated that if we 
extract water 120 ft deep 
from the ground, then colour 
of the water is such like juice 
of sugarcane. When the 
water samples from the 
project are taken by the 
Punjab Pollution Control 
Board then the same are 
passed. The samples should 
also be to got analysed from 
outside laboratory other than 
Punjab Pollution Control 
Board. The peoples are dying 
due to water pollution. He 
has no objection for 
expansion of the unit but the 
pollution from the existing 
unit should be controlled. 
The funds allocated for 
control of pollution that has 
not been utilized properly for 
the same. He further stated 
that when air blows from 
East to West then there is 
more air pollution from the 
project.  The project 
proponent should take more 
attentions on the issues 
raised by the public 
regarding control of 
pollution.  
 

persons. He reiterated 
that the public hearing 
has been convened to 
set right all the issues 
of the public related to 
the project. 
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3. Sh. Jagdev Singh, 
Sarpanch, Village 
Bhattian Rajputan, 
District Hoshiarpur  
 

He stated that he requested 
the officers of Punjab 
Pollution Control Board to 
resolve the issue regarding 
pollution from the project as 
raised by the earlier 
spokesmen. He further 
stated that the aerial 
distance of his village from 
the project is about 2 kms 
and he never feel pollution 
from the project, but the 
pollution may reach there.  
He also informed that the 
expansion to be made by the 
project proponent should 
also be favoured as need of 
expansion of sugar mill is 
being felt in the area. 
Sugarcane is the main crop 
of the area by which the 
farmers of the area and their 
family are getting livelihood 
and also getting more 
benefits. Last year the mill 
has milled the sugarcane 
upto 17-18 May, as such the 
capacity of the sugar mill 
should be increased. The 
pollution should be 
controlled on ground and not 
in papers. The sugar mill 
should be operated upto 
April. The safety of the area 
is also important. With this 
project, there are other 
business set up in the area 
by the local people. He 
demanded that the 
employment should be given 
to the people of Mukerian 
area as the problems are 
faced by this area and 
benefits should also be made 

Environmental 
consultant of Sugar Mill 
informed that the 
pollution control devices 
of the latest technology 
will be installed to 
control the pollution 
alongwith online 
monitoring system, 
which will be monitored 
by the Central Pollution 
Control Board & Punjab 
Pollution Control Board. 
He further informed 
that the preference will 
be given to the local 
people in the 
employment.   
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to this area.  

4. Sh. Hardip Singh, 
Ex. Sarpanch, 
Village Bhaini 
Paswal, District 
Gurdaspur 
 

He welcomes the Addl. 
Deputy Commissioner and 
the public. He congratulated 
the project proponent for 
expanding the capacity of 
the unit from 5,000 TCD to 
12,000 TCD. He further 
stated that the problem of 
the people of the area 
regarding water pollution 
should be solved. He also 
stated that more than 70-
80% people of the area are 
associated with agriculture. 
He endorses the statement 
of the earlier speakers 
regarding control of 
pollution. He also stated that 
employment is for health but 
health is not for the 
employment.  He demanded 
that a committee be 
constituted to supervise the 
reserved amount to be spent 
for installation of pollution 
control equipments and 
welfare of the people. 

Representative of the 
Sugar Mill informed that 
the issues as raised by 
the public has been 
noted down and the 
same will be 
implemented.  

5. Sh. Gurnam Singh, 
r/o Village Pandori, 
Distt. Hoshiarpur  

He stated that regarding the 
pollution problem, Punjab 
Pollution Control Board is 
taking strict action. The 
industry should make proper 
arrangements to control the 
pollution. He further stated 
that earlier in the area, there 
was rice (Basmati) was main 
crop and now the sugarcane 
is main crop in the area. He 
told the people who wants to 
expand the unit raise their 
hands, in response of the 
same most of the people 
present raised hands in favor 

No reply was given. 
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of the project. 

6. Sh. Harinder Singh 
Kurewal, r/o Village 
Bhagana, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur  
 

He stated that the capacity 
of the sugar mill should be 
increased as rice and wheat 
crops are taking more water 
than sugarcane. The 
preference should be given 
nearby village in 
development. 

Environmental 
consultant of the 
industry informed that 
more than Rs.8 Crores 
will be spent under 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility activities, 
which will be utilized 
with the consultation of 
the nearest villagers. 
He further informed 
that as per new rule, if 
the industry wants to 
employ more than 25 
workers, then the same 
should be employed 
through Deputy 
Commissioner Office. As 
such, the people of the 
area should apply to 
the DC, Hoshiarpur for 
taking job in the sugar 
mill and they will get 
the list from them. 

7. Sh. Sachin Dhayia, 
Press Reporter, 
Dainik Bhaskar 
 

1. He wanted to know 
whether the distillery 
project is being 
established or the 
capacity of the sugar mill 
is increased.  

2. First of all, the pollution 
from the existing unit 
should be controlled and 
thereafter, the capacity 
of the same will allowed 
to be increased.  People 
are dying and no action 
is being taken on the 
complaint filed by the 
nearby people.  

3. In the public hearing, 
the industry has 
gathered the public from 

1. Representative of 
the Sugar Mill 
informed that the 
public hearing is 
being conducted for 
enhancement of the 
capacity of the 
sugar mill and there 
is no proposal to 
set up a distillery 
unit.  

2. As already stated 
the pollution control 
devices of the latest 
technology will be 
installed to control 
the pollution from 
the existing as well 
as from the 
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its own persons. No wide 
publicity and 
announcement has been 
made in the nearby 
villages and name of the 
newspapers in which 
public notice has been 
published, be informed.  

4. If the water from 120ft 
deep is taken, the same 
is not potable.  

expansion project. 
3. Environmental 

Engineer (Mega), 
Punjab Pollution 
Control Board, 
Patiala shown the 
photocopy of the 
public notice and 
informed that the 
public notice was 
published in three 
leading newspapers 
namely Hindustan 
Times, Jagbani & 
Dainik Bhaskar in 
its edition dated 
21.09.2018. 

8. Master Kewal Singh, 
Nambardar, Village 
Bishanpur, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur  

He stated that he has 
received the information 
regarding the public hearing 
directly or indirectly, 
therefore, he has come to 
attend the public hearing. He 
further stated that whatever 
commitment has been made 
that has not been 
implemented. The paper mill 
was established on this place 
in the year 1967 where the 
people of the nearby area 
were worked in the same, 
but thereafter they were 
retrenched. Preference 
should be given to the local 
area in employment.  
Pollution problem should be 
sort out. Earlier, the mill has 
taken the land from the 
farmers but the same was 
not returned to the real 
owners and the land was 
sold out @ Rs.4,00,000/- per 
acre. The expansion of the 
sugar mill should be carried 

Representative of the 
Sugar Mill reiterated 
that the public hearing 
is being conducted for 
listening the grievances 
of the public, so that 
the industry be able to 
sort out the 
issues/problems raised 
by the public. To 
control the water & air 
pollution, a huge 
amount will be spent. 
Monitoring  system will 
also be installed on 
them which will be 
monitored by the CPCB 
& PPCB through web 
technology on day to 
day basis.  
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out.  

9. Sh. Surjit Singh, 
Sarpanch, Village 
Bhattian Jattan, 
District Hoshiarpur  
 

He stated that the questions 
raised by the earlier speaker 
including Sarpanch Village 
Bishanpur are very valuable. 
He further stated that no 
reply has been received by 
the villagers of Bishanpur 
regarding the complaint 
made by them. He thanks 
the project proponent for 
establishing the sugar mill in 
the area and given 
congratulations for 
expansion of the same. The 
industry should take care of 
the health of the people of 
the nearby area. The 
industry should give 
employment in the mill 
whose land has been taken 
by the sugar mill and an 
assurance should be given in 
this regard. The people of 
the area have given land to 
the sugar mill at the lower 
rates. Expansion of the sugar 
should be carried out and 
the pollution should also be 
controlled.   

Representative of the 
Sugar Mill informed that 
the company has four 
sugar mills. With the 
expansion of the unit, 
more opportunities of 
employment will be 
generated, but as of 
now, he has no data 
regarding how many 
persons are directly get 
the benefit of 
employment. The 
youths who had passed 
MBA and ITI will get 
the opportunity of job 
in the mill. 

10. Sh. Vijay Kumar 
Jain, Nambardar,  
Village Mahiuldinpur 
Dalel, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur  
 

He welcomes the Addl. 
Deputy Commissioner and 
stated that the problems 
raised by the public are 
genuine and are in actual. 
He stated that he will 
request the ADC, Hoshiarpur 
to get the problems solved. 
The area has get the benefit 
from the sugar mill. Earlier, 
there was a problem of 
purchasing of rice, which 
was main crop of the area. 
Now, the farmers are getting 

No reply was given. 
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more benefits by sowing 
sugarcane crop. He thanked 
the project proponent for 
expansion of the project. 
The industry should make 
development  in the villages 
which have given their land 
to the sugar mill. The sugar 
mill should be operated till 
the entire season.  

 

               Environmental Engineer (Mega), Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala 

further requested the persons present at the venue of hearing that if anyone else wants 

to seek any information/ clarification on the proposed expansion project, but no one 

came forward. After that people were asked to raise their hands who are in favour of 

this proposed expansion project and most of the people present raised hands in favor of 

the project.  

  Thereafter, Sh. Ashok Sharma, Environmental Engineer, Punjab Pollution 

Control Board, Regional Office, Hoshiarpur informed that if any industry is polluting 

underground water by way of digging borewell and if it is in the knowledge of any one, 

the same should be brought to his notice and he will ensure a proper action and the 

prize money as declared by the Punjab Pollution Control Board should be given to him 

and his name & address will be kept confidential.  Punjab Pollution Control Board is 

committed towards zero tolerance to industrial pollution. The industry has to spend 

Rs.8.67 Crores on corporate social responsibility activities, which is mandatory on the 

part of the industry. With regard to preference in employment in the sugar mill to the 

local people, it does falls in the purview of the Punjab Pollution Control Board, however, 
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he has already asked the project proponent to give preference to local people while 

providing employment. With regard to announcements/wide publicity in the nearby 

village is concerned, a videography of the same has been carried out and unedited 

video alognwith the proceedings of the public hearing will be sent to SEIAA, Punjab on 

which the Authority will take necessary action This public hearing was attended by 112 

persons. 

    The hearing ended with vote of thanks to the Supervisor-Cum-Presiding 

Officer and the public present in the hearing.    

 
 

 (Parveen Kumar Saluja)  
Env. Engineer (Mega) 
PPCB, Head Office, 

Patiala   

(Ashok Sharma) 
Env. Engineer, 

PPCB, Regional Office, 
Hoshiarpur   

(Anupam Kaler), PCS, 

Addl. Deputy Commissioner (Gen)      

Hoshiarpur 

 

 

 


